
R.A.F.T. 
(Role, Audience, Format, and Topic) 

 
 

This strategy encourages creative thinking and motivates students to 
demonstrate understanding in a nontraditional yet informational written format.  
The student has a role to play as they think in that role. They have to talk to 
a given audience using the format noted on the topic listed.  This strategy 
forces students to process information rather than just write answers to 
questions.  You may even ask the students to develop their own creative RAFT 
assignment for each other or for upcoming units based on essential questions. 
 
 
 
How to use it: 
1.  Using your essential questions, analyze the important ideas or information 
you want students to learn. Consider how writing might enhance student 
understanding of the topic.  For example, this could be stages of the digestive 
system. This focus established the writing topic. The topic can be a creative 
title or stated in general terms, as long it is clear to the student.  This is the 
goal of the assignment. 
2.  Brainstorm possible rolls students could assume in their writing. For 
example, a student in auto class could imagine he was a spark plug and describe 
what occurs when an engine starts. 
3.  Next, decide the audience for this communication. Using that audience, 
determine the writing format. For example, the spark plug could be riding in 
the format of a diary to be read by new spark plugs just placed in cars. 
4.   Explain R.A.F.T. to the students and list the role, audience, format, and 
topic for writing.  You may want to choose different roles from which they can 
choose based on the same knowledge, reading, or concept. 
 
 
 
 
Information taken from: 
Teaching Reading in the Content Areas: If Not Me Then Who? Billmeyer and 
Martin, 1998. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Ideas: 
Role Audience Format Topic 
Writer 
Artist 
Character 
Doctor 
Scientist 
Adventurer 
Inventor 
Juror 
Judge 
Historian 
Reporter 
Rebel 
Therapist 
Journalist 

Self 
Peer Group 
Government 
Fictional Characters 
Parents 
Committee 
Jury 
Judge 
Activists 
Animals 
Teacher 
Principal 
Favorite Athlete 
Favorite Artist 
Favorite Author 

Journal 
Editorial 
Brochure 
Interview 
Video 
Song 
Cartoon 
Game 
Critique 
Biography 
Newspaper 
Poem 
Diary Entry 
Thank-You Note 
Travel Guide 
Speech 
Set of Directions 
Advice Column 
 

*Issue relevant to 
the test or time 
period. 
*Topic of personal 
interest or 
concern. 
*Topic related to 
an essential 
question. 

 
 
 
Websites to support R.A.F.T. 
 
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-
Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Transition/EIA-CCSS/ScarpelliD-
RAFT_toolbox.pdf 
 
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/raft 
 
 
 
 


